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hat was Lyndon Johnson’s favorite biblical passage. 
He would often invoke it when he was trying to bring 
people together toward a common cause, and it 

spoke to his formidable ability to get things done for the 
betterment of all. We are in a time of deep division and 
disunity in our nation. But, as LBJ knew, we can be a better, 
more united nation if we endeavor to try to understand 
one another. That’s our hope in what we do at the LBJ 
Foundation in our support of the LBJ Presidential Library 
and the LBJ School of Public Affairs.

At the LBJ Library we strive to be a place to build community.  
Over the past year, we have welcomed extraordinary speak-
ers offering a wide array of viewpoints; brought thousands 
of educators and students to promote civic engagement 
and our country’s extraordinary history; and featured exhi-
bitions that explore the richness of the American experience. 
We also began renovating the Library’s permanent exhibi-
tion on LBJ and his consequential presidency—the first major 
refresh in more than a decade.
 
And we have seen the LBJ School continues to thrive and 
grow to new heights, including adding an undergraduate 
bachelor’s degree in Public Affairs, which has more than 
doubled the school’s students and infused it with new 
vitality and purpose.
 

“COME NOW, AND LET US REASON TOGETHER…”
— ISAIAH 1:18

I hope you’ll read more about these extraordinary devel-
opments and highlights in the pages ahead.

As we look toward next year, here’s our promise: the LBJ 
Foundation will continue to preserve President Johnson’s 
legacy as a call to action to bring us together toward 
making us a better nation going forward.
 
When LBJ dedicated the Library in 1971, he reminded 
us, “We are all partners in this hopeful undertaking.” I’m 
grateful for your partnership—and we look forward to 
continuing our work toward a more hopeful future.

 
Mark K. Updegrove
President & CEO
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REFLECTING ON SERVICE,  
SACRIFICE, AND THE ENDURING 
RESPONSIBILITIES OF LEADERSHIP

From powerful conversations with national leaders to moving 
tributes honoring those who served, the LBJ Foundation’s 
2024–2025 season invited deep reflection on the lessons of 
history, service, and leadership. The season opened with an 
Evening With Nancy Pelosi, the installation of a panel from the 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial on the Library’s third floor, and a 
new exhibition examining the pivotal month of March 1968 in 
the Vietnam War.

Highlights of the spring included a tribute to President Jimmy 
Carter, the opening of an exhibition on Jaws author and 
former Johnson speechwriter Peter Benchley, and a visit from 
filmmaker Ken Burns for a preview of his documentary The 
American Revolution.

The year concluded with a 50th-anniversary commemora-
tion of the end of the Vietnam War and a national Educator 
Summer Institute focused on teaching about veterans and 
conflict in American history.

YEAR IN  
REVIEW
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AUSTI N MUSEUM DAY 
For Austin Museum Day, the 
Library offered free admission, 
family-friendly art activities, 
and music honoring Hispanic 
Heritage Month.

LBJ I N TH E 1960S SERI ES
A six-week course on 
LBJ’s presidency, offering 
an in-depth look at his 
leadership, legacy, and 
the pivotal changes of 
the 1960s guided by two 
LBJ scholars.

FI LM I NG FOR LIVE FROM  
TH E LBJ LI BRARY: DAVI D HOGG
Activist David Hogg reflected 
on surviving Parkland, 
founding March for Our Lives, 
and youth-driven democracy.

FROM TH E WH ITE HOUSE TO TH E 
DEEP OCEAN: LBJ, JAWS, AN D 
CONSERVATION
Exploring LBJ’s environmental 
legacy and Jaws author Peter 
Benchley’s journey from White 
House writer to ocean advocate.

EXH I BIT OPEN I NG: AI N’T 
NO DAYLIGHT I N VI ETNAM
Members previewed 
a powerful new 
exhibit exploring the 
chaos, courage, and 
controversy of March 
1968 in Vietnam.

FUTURE FORUM:  
STATE OF AUSTI N MUSIC
Industry leaders and artists 
discussed the preservation of 
Austin’s creative spirit amid 
rapid growth and change.

A DAY OF HONOR: VETERANS, 
FAM I LY, AN D COM MUN ITY
A heartfelt tribute featuring 
music, food, and resources 
celebrating veterans and  
their families on the LBJ Plaza.

AN EVEN I NG WITH  
JONATHAN ALTER:  
HONORI NG JI M MY CARTER
Journalist Jonathan Alter  
joined Mark Updegrove  
to commemorate 
President Jimmy Carter’s 
legacy of leadership and 
humanitarianism.

VI ETNAM WAR 
COM M EMORATION:  
50 YEARS LATER
Veterans, journalists, and 
military leaders reflected on  
the legacy of the Vietnam War 
in a moving public program.

SCREEN I NG AN D DISCUSSION:  
TH E AM ERICAN REVOLUTION  
WITH KEN BURNS
Filmmakers Ken Burns and Sarah 
Botstein previewed their PBS 
series and discussed America’s 
founding with Mark Updegrove.

EDUCATION SUM M ER I NSTITUTE:  
WAR, M EMORY, AN D I NSTRUCTION
Educators explored how narratives 
of war shape teaching, memory, and 
national identity through immersive 
sessions and fieldwork.

NANCY PELOSI: TH E ART OF POWER
Nancy Pelosi reflected on her 
trailblazing path to the speakership 
and the lessons in leadership drawn 
from her historic career.



MU SEUM V I SI T OR S F Y25
106,402

YEAR IN STATS
INSPIRING VISITORS THROUGH HISTORY, 
LEADERSHIP, AND LEARNING

In the past year, the LBJ Presidential Library welcomed visitors from 
across the nation and around the world—students, families, and life-
long learners drawn to the story of President Johnson and his legacy. 
Through exhibits, programs, and partnerships, we inspired dialogue 
on leadership, history, and the power of public service. 

PUBLIC
PROGRAMS SCHOOLS TOURED TH E LBJ LI BRARY

EDUCATORS 
PARTICI PATED 
I N WORKSHOPS21 200+ 2,841



THE YEAR 
AHEAD
A TRANSFORMATIVE YEAR MARKED BY 
NATIONAL MILESTONES

We are looking forward to a transformative year ahead, 
marked by the opening of a newly redesigned core exhibi-
tion on LBJ; the 250th anniversary of American democracy 
with a special exhibition from the National Archives; the 
acclaimed Hip Hop America: The Mixtape Exhibit on loan from 
the GRAMMY Museum; and a program commemorating 
the 60th anniversary of the Great Society. Together, these 
milestones will anchor a year of dynamic programming and 
expanded learning opportunities for educators.

AM ERICA 250 COM M EMORATION
The Library will partner with the National Archives to 
present more than 30 original documents spanning the full 
sweep of American history.

GREAT SOCI ETY 60TH AN N IVERSARY
The Library will mark the 60th anniversary of the 
Great Society with a special event examining the 
state of Medicare, voting rights, and the nation at 
large today.

EXPAN DED SUM M ER  
EDUCATOR I NSTITUTES
An additional Summer Institute will expand 
professional development opportunities for 
teachers nationwide, engaging educators with 
the Library’s new LBJ exhibition and the National 
Archives’ America 250 anniversary collection.

 N EW CORE EXH I BITION
A reimagined permanent exhibition opens 

Spring 2026, bringing LBJ’s legacy to life 
through dynamic, interactive storytelling.

A YEAR SHAPED BY DISTI NGUISH ED VOICES
 The 2025–2026 season will feature Justice  

Amy Coney Barrett, Governor Gretchen Whitmer, 
and General Stanley McChrystal—anchoring a  

year of meaningful national dialogue.



PROGRAMS
“Our programs bring people together to learn from the past and 
consider the issues shaping our world today. Each year we wel-
come thoughtful voices and notable leaders to the LBJ Library 
for conversations that inspire, inform, and connect. In doing so, 
we advance the Library’s mission: bringing Americans closer to 
their history—and to one another.”

-Sarah McCracken
Director of Public Programs

NANCY PELOSI WITH LUCI BAI N ES 
JOH NSON and Eugene Sepulveda 
at the dinner after her program.

VI ETNAM VETERANS  
Juan Alvarado and Benny Childers at 
the 50-year commemoration reception.

SARAH SHARP & CELESTE QUESADA 
at the reception after the Future Forum 
program on the State of Austin Music.

DORIS KEARNS GOODWI N 
discusses her memoir.

AUDI ENCE WATCH I NG A SAVAGE ART 
during the screening on 
cartoonist Pat Oliphant.

JAKE TAPPER I N CONVERSATION 
during his Evening With program  
at the Library.

RICHARD LINKLATER & ESTELLE HEBRON-JONES  
continue discussion after the Future 
Forum death penalty program.

FUTURE FORUM BOARD 
and members connect at the spring 
happy hour at Butterfly Bar.

DARDEN SM ITH PERFORM I NG 
two songs co-written with veterans.



HIGH AND DRY:  
CONFRONTING TEXAS’ WATER CRISIS FUTURE FORUM MEMBER HOLIDAY PARTY

STATE OF AUSTIN MUSIC

FRI EN DS OF TH E LBJ LI BRARY 
The Friends membership program offers access to thought- 
provoking conversations with prominent speakers and exclusive 
museum experiences while directly supporting the Library’s 
educational mission and public programming.

FUTURE FORUM 
Future Forum advances the conversation about what’s 
possible through policy. Programming aims to thoughtfully 
bridge the many diverse perspectives inherent in our regional 
political challenges.

EVENING WITH JONATHAN ALTER

POST PROGRAM RECEPTION

SCREENING AND DISCUSSION OF  
“THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION”:  

KEN BURNS AND SARAH BOTSTEIN 

2024-2025 PROGRAMS: 

2024-2025 PROGRAMS: 

•	 Evening With Nancy Pelosi

•	 History and Fate: A Conversation with  
Doris Kearns Goodwin

•	 LBJ and the 1960s: A Six-Week Class

•	 Ain’t No Daylight in Vietnam: Exhibit Viewing and 
Cocktail Reception 

•	 Evening With David Bates, Jean Becker, and Joe Straus

•	 Evening With Jonathan Alter

•	 Preview and Discussion of “A Savage Art”

•	 Evening With Mark Updegrove 

•	 Screening and Discussion of “The American 
Revolution”: Ken Burns and Sarah Botstein 

•	 Evening With Jake Tapper and Alex Thompson 

•	 Friends First Look: Member Reception 

•	 Building a Movement: Gun Control in America

•	 Missions to Moon & Mars: A Conversation with 
Director Wyche, Johnson Space Center

•	 Women in Leadership: An Evening with the  
Ambassador of Ireland to the US, Geraldine Byrne Nason

•	 State of Austin Music

•	 The Death Penalty In Texas

•	 Meet the Mayors: Greater Manchester’s Andy Burnham

•	 Evaluating the Affordable Care Act: 15 Years Later

•	 High and Dry: Confronting Texas’ Water Crisis



Following a successful first season, Live from the LBJ Library 
returned for an equally well-received second. In partnership 
with Austin PBS, Live from the LBJ Library strives to expand 
accessibility to vital civic dialogue with the country’s fore-
most public figures, historians, and writers. This past season, 
host Mark Updegrove—public historian, author, and media 
commentator—spoke with actor Bryan Cranston, renowned 
presidential historian Doris Kearns Goodwin, and journalist 
Jake Tapper, among others. In an increasingly fraught society, 
through conversations like these, Live from the LBJ Library 
encourages public discourse and civic engagement.

SEASON 3–RELEASING IN SUMMER 2026 
Including conversations with leading voices including Jennifer 
Palmieri, Stanley McChrystal, Noah Hawley, Stacey Abrams, 
Jonathan Capehart, and Julián Castro.
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2024-2025 GUESTS:

NOW AI RI NG I N
OVER 100 MARKETS
ACROSS TH E U.S. 

“​​BUT I  DO BELIEVE THAT IF WE’RE TALKING TO 

ONE ANOTHER AND WE SEE THE HUMANITY IN 

ONE ANOTHER , WE’VE GOT A MUCH BETTER 

SHOT OF FINDING THAT COMMON GROUND.” 

-  GOVERNOR GRETCHEN WHITMER



TEMPORARY 
EXHIBITS

Ain’t No Daylight in Vietnam examined the pivotal month 
of March 1968, exploring the decisions, human cost, and first-
hand experiences of the war and its lasting imprint on national 
memory. From the White House to the Deep Ocean: LBJ, 
Jaws, and Conservation traced the extraordinary journey of 
Jaws author Peter Benchley—from his time as a White House 
speechwriter for President Lyndon B. Johnson to his rise as a 
bestselling novelist and, ultimately, a passionate advocate for 
ocean conservation.INTERPRETING THE FORCES  

AND FIGURES THAT SHAPED AN ERA

“IT ’S ALL HERE, THE STORY OF OUR TIME—

WITH THE BARK OFF. THERE IS NO RECORD 

OF A MISTAKE, OR AN UNPLEASANTNESS OR 

A CRITICISM, THAT IS NOT INCLUDED IN THE 

FILES HERE.”

– PRESIDENT LYNDON B. JOHNSON 

  MAY 22, 1971
ON LOAN FROM BENCHLEY ARCHIVES

MUSEUM 
OVERVIEW
“Our core exhibits bring the 1960s to life, showing LBJ’s triumphs, 
failures, and the decisions that still shape America today. Our 
temporary exhibitions build on that story—whether revisiting 
pivotal moments or diving into the sounds and stories that 
shaped our nation’s character—offering something new with 
each visit.”

-Lara Hall
Museum Curator



EXHIBITION REFRESH 
The LBJ Presidential Library is renewing its permanent exhi-
bition to engage a new generation in the story of leadership 
and democracy. The redesigned experience will explore the 
challenges and strategies that shaped Lyndon B. Johnson’s 
presidency, the civic movements and bipartisan cooperation 
that drove landmark legislation, and the lasting influence 
of the Great Society and Civil Rights era—inviting visitors to 
reflect on how the lessons of Johnson’s time continue to shape 
our nation today.

•	 New exhibits and films trace LBJ’s legacy from the 
1960s to the issues of today.

•	 Expanded archives highlight LBJ’s leadership, 
legislative strategy, and the civic movements that 
shaped his presidency.

•	 Built to support an updated K–12 curriculum, civic 
learning, and hands-on educational programs.



“I  CANNOT THANK YOU ENOUGH FOR THE 

SUMMER INSTITUTE, I  AM HEADING BACK TO 

MY CLASSROOM WITH RESOURCES AND IDEAS 

(AND ENERGY!).”

-  ANDREA THIRY-WENZ 

 EDUCATOR , GREEN BAY, WISCONSIN

The LBJ Library’s teacher programs combine historical 
depth with practical classroom application, giving educa-
tors opportunities to engage with scholars, artifacts, and 
peers. Participants leave with new strategies, deeper content 
knowledge, and collaborative insights for bringing complex 
topics to life.

EDUCATOR EVEN I NG
On October 23, 2024, the LBJ Library hosted 

educators for an evening of food and drinks, an 
educational presentation by Ken O’Regan with the 

White House Historical Association and a guided 
tour of our new exhibit Ain’t No Daylight in Vietnam.

WATER ECOLOGY WORKSHOP
 In a two-day educator workshop, K-12 educators 

learned about the history of ocean science and the 
ecology of water systems, dissected oysters, studied 

shark ecology, and explored Spring Lake at the 
Meadows Center for Water and the Environment at 

Texas State University in San Marcos, Texas.

EDUCATOR SUM M ER I NSTITUTE
Educators met at the LBJ Library from June 23 to June 
27, 2025, to explore the history of the United States 
through the lens of war and conflict. In addition to 
hearing from a distinguished group of speakers, 
participants visited the National Museum of the Pacific 
War in Fredericksburg, Texas, and watched a special 
screening of the film Warfare.

EDUCATION
“Educational programming stands as a cornerstone of the 
LBJ Library’s mission, welcoming 12,000 students each 
year. For many of these young visitors, this marks their first 
meaningful encounter with history as something tangible 
and personally relevant. We focus not simply on teaching 
what happened, but on helping students use historical 
understanding as a lens for making sense of today’s world 
and their role in building tomorrow.”

-Sheila Mehta and Kameko Jacobs
Education Specialists



and disagreement becomes a catalyst for learning. President 
Johnson’s belief that “we must reason together” continues to 
guide our work. Through programs like the Patman Center 
for Civic and Political Engagement, we are fostering dialogue 
across political lines and preparing the next generation of 
empathetic, effective leaders.

I’m deeply inspired by our students’ passion, our faculty’s 
dedication, and the continuing partnership between the 
LBJ School and the LBJ Foundation. Endowments held by 
the Foundation now support 156 student fellowships and 18 
faculty, strengthening our shared mission. Together, we are 
advancing President Johnson’s vision of a more just, informed, 
and united society.

 J.R. DeShazo
Dean, LBJ School of Public Affairs
University of Texas at Austin

This is a moment of tremendous growth and excitement for 
the LBJ School of Public Affairs. This fall, we welcomed the 
first-ever freshman class to our new Bachelor of Public Affairs 
program—an important milestone that marks the next era of 
leadership education at the LBJ School. As the program grows, 
we expect to double our enrollment and expand opportunities 
for students to serve Texas, the nation, and the world.

Looking ahead, we’re preparing to launch a Master of 
National Security in fall 2026, strengthening our ability to train 
public servants who can navigate complex global challenges. 
New research initiatives are also positioning the LBJ School to 
address the pressing issues of our time:

The Center for Municipal Capital Markets will help gov-
ernments finance critical infrastructure—schools, housing, 
hospitals, and utilities.

The LBJ Business Policy Forum will explore how policy can 
enhance economic competitiveness and collaboration with the 
private sector.

Throughout these changes, our commitment remains the 
same: to be a place where ideas are challenged with respect 

For the past decade, the LBJ Foundation has been honored 
to serve as a founding partner of the Presidential Leadership 
Scholars (PLS) program, which brings together exceptional 
leaders from across the nation to learn from the legacies of 
Presidents Lyndon B. Johnson, George H.W. Bush, Bill Clinton, 
and George W. Bush. Through the program, Scholars have 
studied real-world examples of presidential decision-making, 
collaboration, and service—discovering how lessons from the 
past can inform effective leadership today.

During their time at the LBJ Presidential Library, Scholars 
explore the Johnson administration’s landmark achievements 
in civil rights, education, and public health, and engage di-
rectly with archival materials and personal stories that reveal 
the challenges of governing with empathy and courage. The 
experience includes an evening reception at the LBJ Ranch.

As PLS marks its tenth anniversary, the LBJ Foundation cele-
brates a partnership that has served over 500 PLS alumni and 
continues to inspire new generations of leaders to serve with 
purpose, bridge divides, and strengthen our democracy.

DEAR LBJ FOUNDATION COMMUNITY,

“I  LOVED BEING IN THE COMPANY OF PEOPLE 

WHO BELIEVE IN SOMETHING BIGGER THAN 

THEMSELVES; PEOPLE WHO SEE A NEED IN 

THE WORLD AND BELIEVE THAT THEY CAN 

DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT… THESE ARE MY 

FELLOW SCHOLARS, AND SEEING THEIR WORK 

HAS CHALLENGED ME TO PRESS FORWARD 

WITH MINE.”

- THEAR SUZUKI
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CELEBRATING VOLUNTEERS WHO BRING  
OUR MISSION TO LIFE

“Volunteers play a vital role in advancing the mission of the LBJ 
Presidential Library. Through their service, they exemplify the 
spirit of civic engagement that defined the Johnsons’ vision. 
Volunteers help uphold our commitment to historical stewardship 
by engaging with museum visitors, leading tours of our exhibitions, 
and assisting with our public programs and events. We are proud 
to celebrate our volunteers and their dedication to enriching the 
experience of every person who walks through our doors.”

-Laura Eggert
Volunteer & Visitor Services Coordinator

VOLUNTEERS
VOLUNTEERS AN DY SI EVERMAN, JACKI E FOX,  
MARSHA BRAUEN, AN D JUAN ITA FRYERS 
at the entrance to the LBJ exhibition

VOLUNTEER M I KE WATKI NS 
talks with kids about the archives at Austin Museum Day

VOLUNTEER JOH N ESPI NOSA 
talks with a visitor about the LBJ exhibition

VOLUNTEER EVERARD DAVEN PORT 
with Laura Eggert, Volunteer & Visitor Services 
Coordinator, at the volunteer appreciation reception

VOLUNTEER SHARON CICCARELLI 
greets guests at the Ken Burns documentary screening

VOLUNTEER STEVE RAY 
shares about the Great Society for a school tour
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TO OUR DONORS
We are deeply grateful to the individuals, families, founda-
tions, and organizations who made generous contributions 
to the Lyndon Baines Johnson Foundation this year. Their 
support—given between September 1, 2024, and August 31, 
2025—strengthens our mission to preserve history, inspire civic 
engagement, and advance the legacy of President Johnson for 
future generations.
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